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Palais have been pleasantly sketched by Sir Charles Trevelyan
in one of those minutes so characteristic of the active, hopeful
mind of the wiiter.

' The Palni Hills are composed of two ranges, the upper and
' the lower, which blend into each other. The European station
'is 7,230 feet high, but the highest peaks of the range are
'upwards of 8,000.

' The upper range is entirely free from fever, and it is aceessi-
' ble without having to pass through any Terai or fever belt.
' The climate is equal to the best climates of the Indian
'mountain regions. The vegetation has a much closer analogy
'to that of England than is the case at Simla. The fern, the
' bramble, violets and several kinds of moss grow wild here, as
' they do at home. The nettle and cowslip assume Brobdigna-
' gian proportions, and fruits strongly similar in appearance and
'taste to the wortleberry and gooseberry giow upon trees. -The
' nettle will sting here which it wont at Simla. Mixed with
'these are the rhododendron which here really deserves to be
' called a ' tree rose/ the magnolia, and products of a more
'genial clime. These hill stations would not be temporary
' Sanataria to persons who have been relaxed by the heat of the
f plains, if the air were harsh and bleak as it often is in England.
'The flora here is beautiful. At one small spring, I saw
'gentians of two kinds, everlasting flowers and balsams, besides
' other flowers, the names of which I did not know.

The potatoes are so mealy and good that I am surprised that,
'notwithstanding the present imperfect means of conveyance,
'Europeans have not settled here to grow them for sale in the
'plains. -The turnips also are excellent; and every English
' vegetable and fruit, except currants and gooseberries may be
'cultivated with advantage. Garlic is grown in great quanti*
' ties in the Native villages for export to the plains.

' The summit of the upper range extends, in long undulations,
'over a space twenty miles in length by fourteen in breadth, it
' is covered with grass which is burnt every year, and cattle and
'sheep graze upon the young shoots. The grass may be improv-
' ed; but, even as it is, horses live upon it, and butter is made
' equal to English butter. There are woods full of timber, some
' of them of great extent, in the ravines and sheltered hollows of
' the plateau. Elk and bison abound in them. The scenery is
'similar in character to the best Highland scenery. In some
'places it is highly romantic. Two remarkable features are
'extensive ledges of smooth, mushroom-shaped rocks over
' which the torrents fall, and natural bridges and under-ground
' channels through which they percolate.